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Implementation Workshop
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Montana Forests in the Farm Bill Implementation Workshop Agenda
Quality Inn Conference Center
3803 Brooks Street Missoula Montana
April 7, 2009
9:00 – 9:05

Welcome: Rob Ethridge

9:05 – 9:10

Forests in the Farm Bill Coalition Introduction: Caroline Kuebler

9:10 – 9:25

State of the Private Forest: Bob Harrington

9:25 – 9:40

New Opportunities for Forest Landowners Resulting from the 2008
Farm Bill: Joyce Swartzendruber

9:40 – 9:50

Questions for Bob Harrington and Joyce Swartzendruber

9:50– 10:10

Break

9:50 – 10:20 Forest Management Planning and the Gateway to Financial
Assistance:
a. Importance of having a forestry plan; Forest Stewardship and
other plans– Peter Kolb
b. NRCS plan requirements- Bob Logar
10:40 – 10:55 Conservation Program Access - Glenn Patrick
a. Find a Service Center
b. Establishing Land and Landowner Eligibility: Adjusted Gross
Income Provisions
c. Application Process
10:50 – 12:30 New Farm Bill Programs with significant Forestry Provisions
a. Working Lands Conservation Programs- Carrie Mosley
1. Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP)
2. Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program (WHIP)
3. Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP)
b. Conservation Easement/Reserve Programs
1. Healthy Forest Reserve Program (HFRP)- Carrie Mosley
2. Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP)- Carrie Mosley
3. Farm and Ranch lands Protection Program (FRLP)- Carrie
Mosley
4. Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) - Glenn Patrick
5. Community Forest and Open Space Program- Dee Sessions
6. Forest Legacy Program- Dee Sessions
c. Wood Energy
1. Biomass Crop Assistance Program – Glenn Patrick
2. Community Wood Energy –Nan Christianson
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3. Forest Wood to Energy - Nan Christianson
d. Landscape/Watershed & Innovation Opportunities
1. Cooperative Conservation Partnership Initiative- Carrie
Mosley
2. Conservation Innovation Grants- Carrie Mosley
3. Agricultural Management Assistance- Carrie Mosley
4. Cooperative Forest Innovation Partnership Project - Nan
Christianson
5. Statewide Forest Planning and Regional Planning EffortsRob Ethridge and Dan Rogers
e. Emergency Programs
1. Emergency Forest Restoration Program– Glenn Patrick
2. Pest & Disease Revolving Loan Fund - Nan Christianson
f. Opportunities for Foresters/Forestry
1. State Technical Committees- Carrie Mosley
2. Technical Service Providers– Bob Logar
12:30 – 1:30 LUNCH: discussion / explore new connections
1:30 – 2:00

Discussion of program applications, schedules and the evaluation
process: NRCS

2:00 – 4:00** Discussion Session: Rolling out the Programs for Landowner
Outreach
a. Open discussion for Farm Bill program questions: Panel of
morning speakers
b. Discussion of lessons learned from other cost share programs
c. Strategies for delivering services to forest landowners within
Montana
d. Discussion on what is needed for landowner outreach:
Review available landowner outreach materials
1. Clearinghouse website?
2. Landowner brochure?
3. Powerpoint presentations?
4. Talking points for resource professionals?

** We did not want to cut short the afternoon discussion, but we recognize that we did
originally state that the workshop would end at 3 pm, so if you need to leave at 3 pm,
please feel free to do so.
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The Forests in
The Farm Bill
Coalition

Private Forests Are at Risk:

The Need for Action in the 2007 Farm Bill

Alliance of Landowner
Associations

One-third of the
nation’s landscape
is forested and 57%
of these forests are
privately-owned.

American Forests
American Forest & Paper
Association
American Forest
Foundation
American Forest
Resource Council
American Tree Farm
System
Association of Consulting
Foresters
Chesapeake Bay
Commission
Eastern Forest
Partnership
Environmental Defense
Environment and Energy
Study Institute
Hardwood Federation
Maryland Forests
Association

Private Forests: Essential to the American Way of Life
•
•
•

National Association of
State Foresters
National Association of
State Universities and
Land-Grant Colleges
National Association of
University Forest
Resources Programs
National Wildlife
Federation
National Wild Turkey
Federation
National Woodland
Owners Association
Northern Forest Alliance
Northwest Woodland
Owners Council

•
•
•
•
•
•

Pacific Forest Trust
Pinchot Institute for
Conservation
Quail Unlimited
Ruffed Grouse Society
Siuslaw Institute, Inc

Threats to Private Forests
•
•

Society of American
Foresters
Southeast Quail Study
Group
Southern Environmental
Law Center

•

Sustainable Northwest
The Nature Conservancy
The Wilderness Society
Trust for Public Land
Western Pennsylvania
Conservancy
Wildlife Mississippi

Family-owned treasures: 262 million forested acres are in the hands of
families and individuals, a source of pride and value to everyday Americans.
Clean water: 2/3s of the nation’s drinking water comes from forests.
Clean air and stable climate: A single tree can absorb more than 10 pounds of
carbon dioxide per year. It takes approximately 1,000 trees to absorb the
average annual carbon emissions from one car.
Jobs and thriving rural economies: U.S. paper and wood manufacturing
generates 1.2 million jobs and $230 billion dollars in annual sales.
Wood for houses, furniture, and paper: 92% of trees harvested in the U.S.
come from private forests.
Part of farm life: More than 75 million acres of forests in the U.S. are part
of a farm.
Places to enjoy wildlife: 66 million people enjoy watching wildlife across the
country, including on private forests. Wildlife watching generates over 1 billion
© Mark Godfrey
jobs, and $38.4 billion direct retail spending.
Endangered species habitat: Over half of endangered species rely on private lands, including private forests,
for most of their habitat.
Places to hunt and fish: Annually, over 14 million people hunt and 44 million fish, including in private forests.
Hunting generates 700,000 jobs and $25 billion direct retail sales while fishing generates over 1 million jobs and
$41 billion in direct retail sales.

•
•

Private forest owners often lack financial and technical
resources to hold on to and manage their forests.

Development pressures: An average of 1 million acres of
private forests is converted every year to development.
Forest health problems: 27 million acres of non federal
forests are at risk of insect and disease damage, including
invasive pests, and an estimated 90 million acres are at risk
of wildfire.
Minimal planning for the future: Management planning
helps families make a longterm commitment to the land.
Yet estimates suggest that only 3% of family forest owners
© Mark Godfrey
have a written management plan.
Minimal professional advice: Professional advice helps landowners avoid unintended, poor management,
yet only 22% of family forest owners have received professional advice prior to harvesting timber.
Loss of markets for forest products: More than 330 paper and wood mills have closed since 1997 and more
5
than 158,000 industry jobs have been lost. Lack of incentives for private forest management combined
with
global competition have decreased economic opportunities for U.S. forest products.

Policy Opportunities for the 2007 Farm Bill:
The 2007 Farm Bill must recognize private forests as part of the rural landscape, improve the
effectiveness of programs for private forest conservation and management, and increase
resources for these programs.

Policy opportunities in no order of priority include:
• Establishing national emphasis on sustainable private forest conservation and management, and state-wide forest planning
•

•

•
•
•
•
•

to guide federal and state efforts.
Expanding federal investments in private forest conservation by:
• Expanding cost-share opportunities for forestland owners in the Environmental Quality Incentives Program.
• Supporting robust technical, educational, and outreach assistance for forestland owners through existing programs
such as the Forest Stewardship Program, the Sustainable Forestry Outreach Initiative, and other
conservation programs.
• Creating an Emergency Forest Restoration Program for restoring private forests after disasters.
• Modifying and increasing funding for the Healthy Forests Reserve Program.
• Enhancing the Conservation Security Program to include forest landscapes and forest owners.
• Enhancing the Conservation Reserve Program to restore important forest ecosystems.
• Supporting community-led conservation through a new Community Forest and Open Space Program and other
community focused initiatives.
Developing opportunities for renewable energy from forests in a sustainable manner by:
• Better incorporating forest material into new renewable energy opportunities.
• Expanding research and pilot projects to test technology and equipment, and determine social and biological
impacts of development and growth in renewable energy from forests.
Developing voluntary compensation opportunities for forest owners for ecosystem services and amenities their forests
provide society such as clean water, clean air, carbon sinks, biodiversity, soil conservation, and wildlife habitat.
Creating economic opportunities for forest landowners through a competitive grants program for traditional and
nontraditional forest products markets.
Expanding existing rural development opportunities to better address issues in forested communities, tied to national
emphasis issues and state plans and priorities.
Reauthorizing the Renewable Resources Extension Act, reaffirming the importance of the Cooperative Forestry Research
Program, and supporting efforts for better transfer of research findings to forest practitioners and private landowners.
Expanding market development and access programs to protect and expand markets for U.S. forest products at home
and abroad.

© H. Malde, D. Gelfand, H. Malde

For More Information, Contact
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United States Department of Agriculture

2008 Farm Bill
(Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008)

New Opportunities for
Forestry-related Conservation
Assistance to Private Landowners
Montana Forests in the Farm Bill
Implementation Workshop
April 7, 2009

United States Department of Agriculture

Presentation Objectives
Montana Forests in the Farm Bill
Implementation Workshop
Workshop participants will:
1. Recognize the importance of forest management plans and
the options available to landowners in Montana
2. Understand the USDA eligibility requirements and sign-up
process
3. Understand the key forestry-related provisions in the 2008
Farm Bill, and how landowners can apply for specific
programs in Montana
4. Gain information they can use to outreach to landowners
through workshops/webinars, one-on-one meetings,Slideetc.
2

United States Department of Agriculture

Steps to USDA Conservation Assistance
1.

Create your Plan

2.

Sign-up with USDA

3.

Find a Program for you

4.

Other Farm Bill Programs
Slide 3
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United States Department of Agriculture

New Opportunities for
Forestry-related Conservation
Assistance to Private
Landowners
Presenters:
Nan Christianson, USFS
Rob Ethridge, DNRC
Peter Kolb, University of Montana
Bob Logar, NRCS
Carrie Mosley, NRCS
Glenn Patrick, FSA
Dan Rogers, DNRC
Dee Sessions, USFS

United States Department of Agriculture

Steps to USDA Conservation Assistance

1.

Create your
Plan

Slide 5

United States Department of Agriculture

Why?
CONSERVATION AND WORKING LANDSCAPES

• Needs, supply, timing , location, ownership
–
–
–
–
–

Forest products - infrastructure
Water quality
Wildlife habitat
Market
Recreation
Carbon sequestration?

Supply

Processing

• Predictable resource elements
– Inventory
– Sustainability

Slide 6
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United States Department of Agriculture

Plan components
• Who is the owner and what are their goals?
–
–
–
–
–

How and why was the land acquired (purpose)
What are the future plans for the land (productivity)
What does the land have on it (inventory)
What is the potential of the land (capacity - resilience)
What are the constraints of the land (owner/site)

• What are the current and future needs
– Landowner knowledge and attitude
– Resource management requirements
Slide 7

United States Department of Agriculture

Plan components 2
• Natural Resources Inventory
–
–
–
–

Location
Soils
Qualitative vs. quantitative bio-inventory
Site variability

• Natural Resources Sustainability
– Current utilization

– Short term future utilization (next 5 years)
– Long term future utilization (5 – 100 years)
Slide 8

United States Department of Agriculture

1. Create Your Plan – Work
with a Professional Forester
OPTIONS:

• Forest Stewardship Plan
– First choice, existing program and expertise
– May meet planning requirements for Farm Bill
programs
– State Forestry agency is primary delivery

• Other forestry plans
– Other practice plan approved by State Forester
– New NRCS Forest Management Plan
Slide 9
– Should be used on special occasions
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United States Department of Agriculture

1. Create Your Plan – Additional
Info Needed by NRCS
• Description for each conservation
practice (s) and an alternative (can be
no-action)
- Identify the amount to be applied
- When the practice will be performed
- Develop site specific specifications
Slide 10

United States Department of Agriculture

1. Create Your Plan – Additional
Info Needed by NRCS
• Provide a map with proposed practices
- Practices should be identified and tied to
the practice schedule

Slide 11

United States Department of Agriculture

1. Create Your Plan – Additional
Info Needed by NRCS
• Environmental Effects
– Environmental Evaluation Worksheet –
NRCS form CPA-52

• Cultural Resources Inventory
– Negative Findings Report - NRCS form
CPA-8

• NRCS responsible for filling these out
Slide 12
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United States Department of Agriculture

Steps to USDA Conservation Assistance

2.

Sign-up with
USDA

Slide 13

United States Department of Agriculture

2. Sign-Up with USDA – Find a
Service Center
Go to:
offices.usda.gov

Click on your State

Click on your County

Get Contact Info and
Directions

Slide 14

United States Department of Agriculture

2. Sign-Up with USDA – Find a
Service Center
FSA/NRCS Service Centers in Western MT
Lincoln/Flathead Counties – Kalispell
Lake County – Ronan
Sanders County – Plains
Missoula/Mineral Counties – Missoula
Ravalli County – Hamilton
Beaverhead County - Dillon

Slide 15
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United States Department of Agriculture

2. Sign-Up with USDA – Find a
Service Center
FSA/NRCS Service Centers in Western MT
Deer Lodge/Granite/Powell Counties –
Deer Lodge
Madison/Jefferson/ Silver Bow Counties –
Whitehall
Lewis & Clark County - Helena
Slide 16

United States Department of Agriculture

2. Sign-Up with USDA - Eligibility
Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) Limitation
• Limits conservation benefits to persons or legal
entities with avg. non-farm AGI less than $1 million
• Exceptions: unless 2/3 of average total AGI is from
farming, ranching, or forestry
• Limitation may be waived: if environmentally
sensitive land of special significance protected
• Due date on comments on Interim Final Rule
extended to 4/6/09
Slide 17

United States Department of Agriculture

2. Sign-up with USDA –
Application Process
• Landowner forms at USDA Service Center:
– Adjusted Gross Income Statement
– Highly Erodible Land and Wetland Determination

• Landowner information: into Service Center
Information Management System (SCIMS ID)
– Name, address, etc.
– Farm and Tract Number (need deed)

• Complete program application and submit to
NRCS/FSA
Slide 18
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United States Department of Agriculture

Steps to USDA Conservation Assistance

3.

Find a Program
for you
Slide 19

United States Department of Agriculture

3.

Find a Program
for you - types

Working
Lands
Conservation

Wood
Energy

Conservation
Easement/
Reserve

Slide 20

United States Department of Agriculture

3. Find a Program for You –
Working Lands Conservation
NRCS
– Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP)
– Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program (WHIP)
– Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP)

Slide 21
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United States Department of Agriculture

3. Find a Program for You –
Working Lands Conservation
Environmental Quality Incentives Program
(EQIP)
• Nonindustrial private forest land (NIPF) is
eligible
• Addresses natural resource concerns
• State Conservationist identifies priority
resource concerns with advice of State
Technical Committee.
Slide 22

United States Department of Agriculture

3. Find a Program for You –
Working Lands Conservation
Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP)
A forest management plan is required for NIPF, which may include:

1. Forest Stewardship Plan (CFAA of 1978);
2. Another practice plan approved by the State Forester; or
3. Another plan determined appropriate by State Conservationist
All of the above plans must be approved by State Conservationist

IMPORTANT: State Forester needs to consult with State
Conservationist and mutually agree to info. needed by
NRCS for landowners to participate in EQIP Slide 23

United States Department of Agriculture

3. Find a Program for You –
Working Lands Conservation
Environmental Quality Incentives Program
(EQIP)
• Assistance for a wide range of forestryrelated conservation practices
• Applications accepted throughout the year
• Participants enter into a contract to
implement one or more practices
Slide 24
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3. Find a Program for You –
Working Lands Conservation
Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP)
• $7.3 billion authorized for five years - $1.3 billion in
FY 2009
• 60% of funds to conservation practices related to
livestock production
• Priorities/practices/processes vary by State – see
NRCS, participate on State Technical Committee
• Comments on Interim Final Rule due by 4/17/09
Slide 25

United States Department of Agriculture

3. Find a Program for You –
Working Lands Conservation
Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program
(WHIP)
• Assistance to develop wildlife habitat, including
T&E species.
• Eligibility Changes: private agric. land, NIPF,
Tribal land, (govt. land NOT eligible)
• National and State level - can focus program on
special areas, habitats, species (e.g., State-wide
strategies for forest resources)
Slide 26

United States Department of Agriculture

3. Find a Program for You –
Working Lands Conservation
Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program
(WHIP)
• Funding authorized at $85 million annually through
2012
• Priorities and processes vary by State –
participate on State Technical Committee and
contact NRCS for more information
• Comments on Interim Final Rule due by 4/17/09
Slide 27
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United States Department of Agriculture

3. Find a Program for You –
Working Lands Conservation
Conservation Stewardship Program
(CSP)
•

Focus is on additional conservation activities and
to maintain, improve, manage existing activities
Emphasis on NIPF (up to 10% of the acres
enrolled nationally ~ 1.3 million acres)
Applicants must:

•
•

1. Meet the “stewardship threshold” for at least one
resource concern and;
2. Address one additional priority res. concern Slide 28

United States Department of Agriculture

3. Find a Program for You –
Working Lands Conservation
Conservation Stewardship Program
(CSP)
• EQIP may be better option for some NIPF owners
(significant resource concerns)
• 5-year contract and receive stewardship payments
for “enhancements”
• Eligibility and conservation measurement tools
still under development
• Interim Final Rule expected later in 2009
Slide 29

United States Department of Agriculture

3.

Find a Program
for you - types

Working
Lands
Conservation
Conservation
Easement/
Reserve

Wood
Energy

Slide 30
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United States Department of Agriculture

3. Find a Program for You –
Conservation Easement/Reserve
• NRCS
– Healthy Forests Reserve Program (HFRP)
– Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP)
– Farm and Ranch Lands Protection Program (FRPP)
• Farm Service Agency (FSA)
– Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)
• Forest Service
– Community Forest and Open Space Program
– Forest Legacy Program
Slide 31

United States Department of Agriculture

3. Find a Program for You –
Conservation Easement/Reserve
Healthy Forests Reserve Program (HFRP)
•

Restore and enhance forest ecosystems through
easements, 30-year contracts, and 10-year cost
share agreements:
1. Promote recovery of T&E species
2. Improve plant and animal diversity
3. Enhance carbon sequestration

•
•

All private forest lands potentially eligible
$1 million AGI limit does not apply to HFRPSlide 32

United States Department of Agriculture

3. Find a Program for You –
Conservation Easement/Reserve
Healthy Forests Reserve Program (HFRP)
•
•
•
•
•

Original “pilot states”: Arkansas, Maine,
Minnesota, Mississippi
New States added in December 2008: Georgia,
Indiana, Oklahoma, Oregon
Chief may implement in any state/territory
$9.7 million authorized annually through 2012
Comments on Interim Final Rule were due on
3/20/09
Slide 33
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United States Department of Agriculture

3. Find a Program for You –
Conservation Easement/Reserve
Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP)
•

•
•
•

Assistance to restore and protect wetlands
through permanent or 30-year easements, 30year contracts (Tribal lands only), restoration costshare agreements
Eligible lands include floodplain forests
Governments not eligible
Ownership change within 7 years – not eligible
Slide 34

United States Department of Agriculture

3. Find a Program for You –
Conservation Easement/Reserve
Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP)
•

2 million acres enrolled through 2008

•
•

National enrollment – all states/territories
3 million acre cap through 2012

•

FY 2009 – up to 250,000 acres

•

Comments on Interim Final Rule were due by 3/16/09

(~ 500,000 acres planted with trees/shrubs)

(~ 766,000 new acres)

Slide 35

United States Department of Agriculture

3. Find a Program for You –
Conservation Easement/Reserve
Farm and Ranch Lands Protection Program
(FRPP)
•
•
•

Help farmers and ranchers preserve their
agricultural land
Matching funds to “eligible entities” to purchase
conservation easements
Forest land is eligible for inclusion if it:
1. Contributes to the economic viability of an
agricultural operation; OR
2. Serves as a buffer to protect an agricultural operation
Slide 36
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United States Department of Agriculture

3. Find a Program for You –
Conservation Easement/Reserve
Farm and Ranch Lands Protection
Program (FRPP)
•
•
•

Forest management plan required if forest
land is 10+ acres or 10 percent of area
Easement areas must be less than 2/3
forest land
Comments on Interim Final Rule were due
3/17/09
Slide 37

United States Department of Agriculture

3. Find a Program for You –
Conservation Easement/Reserve
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)
• Acreage cap reduced: 39 to 32 Million acres
• 50% cost-share payments for tree planting, thinning
for windbreaks, shelterbelts, and wildlife corridors for
general sign-ups.
• Additional incentives available for continuous sign-up
• $100 million authorized for cost-share to conduct
“thinning activities”
Slide 38

United States Department of Agriculture

3. Find a Program for You –
Conservation Easement/Reserve
CRP (FSA)
• Cropland Eligibility – Planted or considered planted to
an agricultural commodity 4 of 6 years between 1996
and 2001.
• Producer Eligibility
– Owner – owned the land 12 months before the offer
is submitted
– Operator – operated the land 12 months before the
offer is submitted
Slide 39
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United States Department of Agriculture

3. Find a Program for You –
Conservation Easement/Reserve:
Community Forest & Open Space
Conservation (USFS)
• Grants for purchase of
community forests
• Program open to Tribes,
local government,
environmental orgs. –
proposals submitted
through States or Tribal
governments
• Encourages working land,
education, requires public
access
• Subject to appropriations

Slide 40

United States Department of Agriculture

3. Find a Program for You –
Conservation Easement/Reserve:
Forest Legacy (USFS)
• Grants to States to protect important forest
areas
• Conservation easements and fee-simple
purchases
• National competitive selection process
• More than 1.5 million acres protected to date

Slide 41

United States Department of Agriculture

3.

Find a Program
for you - types

Working
Lands
Conservation
Conservation
Easement/
Reserve

Wood
Energy

Slide 42
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United States Department of Agriculture

3. Find a Program for You –
Wood Energy Programs
• FSA
– Biomass Crop Assistance Program (BCAP)

• Forest Service
– Community Wood Energy
– Forest Wood to Energy

Slide 43

United States Department of Agriculture

3. Find a Program for You –
Wood Energy
Biomass Crop Assistance Program (BCAP)
• Assistance for establishment, production, harvest,
storage and transport of renewable biomass
• Requires:
– Establishment of BCAP project areas
– Producer contracts with USDA: NIPF is eligible
• Payments:
– Contract payments to producers in BCAP
– Delivery payments to collect or harvest eligible
materials delivered to conversion facility in BCAP
project area.
Slide 44

United States Department of Agriculture

3. Find a Program for You –
Wood Energy
Biomass Crop Assistance Program (BCAP)
• Environmental Impact Statement required – Up
to 2 years

Slide 45
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United States Department of Agriculture

3. Find a Program for You –
Wood Energy
Forest Biomass for Energy (USFS)
– Competitive R&D program to encourage use of
forest biomass for energy.
– Up to $15 million per year, subject to appropriations

Community Wood Energy (USFS)
– Grant program for communities to plan, develop, and
acquire community wood energy systems.
– Up to $5 million per year, subject to appropriations
Slide 46

United States Department of Agriculture

4. Other Farm Bill Programs
Landscape/Watershed &
Innovation Opps.

Emergency
Programs

State Technical Committees &
Technical Service Providers

Slide 47

United States Department of Agriculture

4. Other Farm Bill Programs Landscape/Watershed & Innovation
Opportunities
• NRCS
– Cooperative Conservation Partnership Initiative
(CCPI)
– Conservation Innovation Grants (CIG)
– Agricultural Management Assistance (AMA)

• Forest Service
– Cooperative Forest Innovation Partnership Projects

Slide 48
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4. Other Farm Bill Programs Landscape/Watershed & Innovation
Opportunities
Cooperative Conservation Partnership Initiative
(CCPI)
• Address conservation priorities in targeted
geographic areas on a local, state, multi-state,
regional level.
• NIPF is eligible – address priority areas in Statewide forest resource assessments and strategies?
• Priority is given to applications that
– involve a high percentage of producer/NIPF owners
– leverage non-Federal resources and coordinate with
local, State, or Federal efforts
Slide 49

United States Department of Agriculture

4. Other Farm Bill Programs Landscape/Watershed & Innovation
Opportunities
Cooperative Conservation Partnership
Initiative (CCPI)
• Directs 6 percent of funds or acres in EQIP,
WHIP, CStP for conservation activities
• Funds and acres directed at State level (90
percent) and nationally (10 percent)
• Projects selected competitively
• National Request for Proposals out soon
Slide 50

United States Department of Agriculture

4. Other Farm Bill Programs Landscape/Watershed & Innovation
Opportunities
Conservation Innovation Grants (CIG)
• Stimulate the development and adoption of innovative
conservation approaches and technologies
• FY 2009 – up to $20 million available for national
competition.
• Four CIG categories in FY 2009:
–
–
–
–

Natural Resource Concerns (includes Forest Health)
Technology
Chesapeake Bay Watershed
Grant Leveraging

• Applications due March 20, 2009

Slide 51
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4. Other Farm Bill Programs Opportunities for Foresters/Forestry
Agricultural Management Assistance (AMA)
• Assists agricultural producers to address issues
such as water management/quality, and erosion
control by incorporating conservation practices into
farming operations.
• Includes tree planting for windbreaks or to
improve water quality
• Eligible land: cropland, rangeland, grassland,
pastureland, NIPF, and other land that produces
crops or livestock where risk may be mitigated….
Slide 52

United States Department of Agriculture

4. Other Farm Bill Programs Opportunities for Foresters/Forestry
Agricultural Management Assistance (AMA)
• Available in 16 states: CT, DE, MA, NV, NH, NJ,
NY, PA, RI, UT, VT, WV, WY, and HI (HI added
in 2008)
• $15 million authorized annually through 2012.
• Interim Final Rule published 11/20/08
(comments were due by 1/20/09)
Slide 53

United States Department of Agriculture

4. Other Farm Bill Programs Landscape/Watershed & Innovation
Opportunities
Forest Innovation Partnership Projects (USFS)

• May competitively allocate up to 5% of
Coop. Forestry Asst. Act funds for
innovative projects
• Funds available to States, Tribes, local
government, land-grant, or private entities
• 50% cost-share (includes in-kind)

Slide 54
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CO-OP FORESTRY
• Farm Bill (Title VIII Forestry) Programs
Delivered From USFS to States
– Stewardship, Urban, FHM, SFA, VFA, Con-Ed,
NFP, FLP, FLEP, (cost-share direct from State
to Family Forest Landowners)

• MT utilized programs to deliver
Information/Education, Technical
Assistance and Financial Assistance to
Communities and Family Forest
Landowners
Slide 55

United States Department of Agriculture

CO-OP FORESTRY
2008 Farm Bill Changes
• Eliminate Funding Of FLEP
– All direct family forest cost-share to NRCS

• Set the stage for S&PF Redesign
– An approach to strategically maximize
cumulative public benefits on the landscape
Slide 56

United States Department of Agriculture

CO-OP FORESTRY
2008 Farm Bill Changes
• Establishment of Three National Priorities
– Conserve and manage working forest landscapes
for multiple values and uses,
• Landscapes implies complimentary planning and
management across multiple land ownership (federal,
state, private, tribal, community, other land interests)
• Integrate Co-Op Forestry programs.

– Protect forests from threats and restore
appropriate forest types in response to threat, and
– Enhance public benefits from private forests

• Focus on National Priorities in allocation of
Slide 57
funds.
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United States Department of Agriculture

CO-OP FORESTRY
2008 Farm Bill Changes
• State Assessment and Resource Strategy
– Using pre-existing “remote sensing” data
– Address a “Rural to urban” continuum
– Identify and prioritize statewide forestry resource needs and
develop a strategy to address identified needs.
– Must complete by 2010 to be eligible for Co-Op Forestry funding

• Competitive Grants
– Method to provide some funding to implement Resource Strategy.
– 15% of National Co-Op Forestry Budget to Competitive Grants
• Percent may increase over time

– Grant proposals developed by states and based on National
Priorities, State Assessment, Resource Strategies
– States compete regionally for funds
Slide 58

United States Department of Agriculture

Montana Statewide Assessment of
Forest Resources
(SAFR)

– Enable the efficient, strategic, and
focused use of limited program resources.
– Address current state and national
resource management priorities.
– Define areas of highest benefit in terms of
critical forest resource values and public
benefits.
Slide 59

COMPETITIVE GRANT
TARGET WATERSHEDS

United States Department of Agriculture

Kalispell

Missoula

Miles City

Helena

Butte

Billings
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United States Department of Agriculture

15

Private Forest

13

Forest Productivity

11

Forest Health
Wildfire

8
7
6
5
3

Development
Proximity Public Land
Forest Patch
Priority Watersheds
Riparian
Public Water
T & E Species
Slope
Wetlands
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United States Department of Agriculture

Slide 62

United States Department of Agriculture

Anaconda

•Federal

Butte

•State
•Family Forest
•Industrial Forest

Slide 63
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United States Department of Agriculture

Montana Statewide Assessment of
Forest Resources
(SAFR)

Coordination & Stakeholder Involvement:
• State Forest Stewardship Coordinating
Committee (MFSSC),
• Tribes
• State Technical Committee (NRCS),
• the State wildlife agency (FWP),
• Forest Service (NFS & SPF), BLM,
• State Urban Forestry Council (MUCFA)
• Other natural resource entities
Slide 64
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CO-OP FORESTRY
2008 Farm Bill Changes
• Changes In DNRC Service Levels to Family Forests
– No direct cost share program for forest landowners.
– We will continue to provide the Information & Education and
Technical Assistance including:
• assist forest landowners with forest management plans
• continue funding and technical support of the Stewardship Workshops
program provided through MSU Extension Forestry
• provide individual landowners with land management advice and
individual site visits,
• Informational materials and landowner workshops
• assist landowners with NRCS cost-share applications, and job sheets.

– Provide strategic financial assistance associated with Competitive
Grant projects.
– Continue evolving our work with partners.
Slide 65
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4. Other Farm Bill Programs
Landscape/Watershed &
Innovation Opps.

Emergency
Programs

State Technical Committees &
Technical Service Providers

Slide 66
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United States Department of Agriculture

4. Other Farm Bill Programs Emergency Programs
• FSA
– Emergency Forest Restoration Program
(EFRP)

• Forest Service
– Pest & Disease Revolving Loan Fund

Slide 67

United States Department of Agriculture

4. Other Farm Bill Programs Emergency Programs
Emergency Forest Restoration Program (EFRP)
• Available to NIPF owners to restore landscapes
damaged by fire, drought, flood, & other natural
disasters.
• Funding subject to appropriation.
• Funds available until expended. Up to 75%
cost-share.
• Regulations to be issued within 1 year of
enactment
Slide 68
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4. Other Farm Bill Programs Emergency Programs
Pest & Disease Revolving Loan Fund
(USFS)
• Low interest loans to local governments for
equipment to deal with infested trees
• May fund monitoring, removal, and disposal
of infested trees.
• Subject to appropriations
Slide 69
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United States Department of Agriculture

4. Other Farm Bill Programs
Landscape/Watershed &
Innovation Opps.

Emergency
Programs

State Technical Committees &
Technical Service Providers

Slide 70

United States Department of Agriculture

4. Other Farm Bill Programs Opportunities for Foresters/Forestry
NRCS
• State Technical Committees
• Technical Service Providers (TSPs)

Slide 71

United States Department of Agriculture

4. Other Farm Bill Programs Opportunities for Foresters/Forestry
State Technical Committees (NRCS)
•
•
•
•
•

2008 Farm Bill expanded agricultural and forestry
involvement on committees
NIPF owners are now explicitly members of State
Technical Committees and Local Working Groups
State Cons. may designate specialized
subcommittees to focus on a particular technical or
programmatic topic
Interim Final Rule published November 25, 2008
(comments were due January 26, 2009)
Slide 72
Is there forestry involvement in your Committee?
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United States Department of Agriculture

4. Other Farm Bill Programs Opportunities for Foresters/Forestry

Technical Service Providers (NRCS)
•

•

•

TSPs are certified professionals, qualified to provide
program participants with the technical services necessary
to implement their conservation projects
MT NRCS has a TSP contribution agreement with MT
DNRC - Forestry Division to provide forestry technical asst.
to private forest landowners
Landowners may receive technical assistance by three
methods: 1) directly from NRCS; 2) through a MT DNRC
Service Forester; or 3) through a payment and approval to
hire a TSP
Slide 73
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4. Other Farm Bill Programs Opportunities for Foresters/Forestry

Technical Service Providers (NRCS)
•

2008 Farm Bill changes:
– TSPs may develop a conservation activity plan
(including a forest management plan) for a
program participant
– State Conservationists will establish fair and
reasonable payment rates for TSPs
– NRCS has national criteria for becoming a
certified TSP
Slide 74
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4. Other Farm Bill Programs Opportunities for Foresters/Forestry

Technical Service Providers (NRCS)
•

TSP Registry:
– http://techreg.usda.gov
– Find a TSP
– How to become a TSP
– Receive TSP training
– Access TSP payment rates
Slide 75
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United States Department of Agriculture

Montana Forests in the Farm Bill
Implementation Workshop
KEY POINTS
• There are new opportunities for landowners to
apply for forestry-related assistance through USDA
programs.
• To learn more about programs and priorities:
Participate on your State Technical Committee and
contact agency officials.
• Please use this information to outreach to
landowners through workshops/webinars, one-onone contacts, etc.
Slide 76
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Questions?

Slide 77
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This form, which is periodically updated to address new opportuntiies is
available in PDF and MSword at the following addresses:
http://www.cfc.umt.edu/extensionforestry or www.mttreeefarm.org

Owner’s Name
Plan Author (if not owner)

Forest Stewardship Plan
Tree Farm Plan
This forest plan is designed to address short term landowner objectives and
potential tree health risks (next 5 years)as well as long term natural resources
sustainability and conservation (next 100 years).

1
The Montana State University Extension Service is an ADA/EO/AA/Veteran's Preference Employer and Provider of Educational Outreach.

33033009

Montana Family Forest Management Plan
Forest Stewardship

Tree Farm

Property Ownership
Landowner(s)
(and representative, if different)
Mailing Address

Phone

E-Mail

Date of Original Plan Completion

Revision dates___________________

Property Description
Legal property description

Nearest city or town

County

Total ownership acreage

Total forested acreage

Is there a home on the property?

Do you reside on the property?
Yes No

Yes No

Record of Verification
Reviewed by a Professional Forest Advisor
Advisor Name

Phone

Date of Property Visit
Approved By

MU’s Verified

# of Acres Verified

(Stewardship Advisor or Tree Farm Inspector Signature)

Forest Landowner(s) Signature(s)

Montana State University Extension Forestry
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Property History
A brief description of ownership record, past management activities, and development of the ownership.
(Based on personal knowledge, property records, and local information sources. Also consider what
evidence you see on the ground, stumps, skid trails, etc.)

Forest Stewardship Goals
The principal management objectives for the ownership.
(Refer to worksheet Goals for my Forest Land.)
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Montana State University Extension Forestry

2

35

CONTOUR MAP

Attach property map (topographic) here.
Identify
Property Boundaries and Management Units
on transparency.
Include scale (e.g. 1” = 200’)
and
Directional arrow
on map.

Montana State University Extension Forestry
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AERIAL PHOTO

Attach aerial photograph here.
Identify
Property Boundaries and Management Units
on transparency.
Include directional arrow
on photo.

For free aerial photo downloads
http://earth.google.com/

Montana State University Extension Forestry
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Basic Property Description
Average aspect (circle):

N S E W

Average elevation

Basic topography (estimate percent of total acreage that is)
Complex topography (many steep ravines and aspects)________________
Simple topography (few ravines and changes of aspect)________________
Percent of land that is

Flat (<5% grade) ___________

Steep Slope (> 20% grade)__________

Gentle Slope (< 20% grade)_________
Forest Access to vehicles (circle):
Fair (at least 25%)

Excellent (80% accessible)

Good (at least 50%)

Poor (less than 10%)

Estimated improved road length (bulldozed with graveled surface)
Estimated unimproved road length (bulldozed with but original parent material)
Estimated total permanent skid trail length (drivable but no earthwork)
Estimated cumulative stream length class I________ class II________ class III _______
Are any streams on Montana’s Impaired Stream List? Yes
Check website:

No___ Unknown____

http://www.deq.mt.gov

Number of unique stands of trees, or management units
For each stand or management unit, write what your management objectives are and a brief
description of the forest management unit and its condition. Use the Management Unit Analysis
Form or plot form summary to help with this section.
Unit 1 ___________________ Acres
Objectives:

Description:

Montana State University Extension Forestry
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Unit 2 ___________________ Acres
Objectives:

Description:

Unit 3 ___________________ Acres
Objectives:

Description:

Unit 4 ___________________
Objectives:

Acres

Description:

Unit 5 ___________________
Objectives:

Acres

Description:

Add more pages as needed (additional pages at end)
Montana State University Extension Forestry
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Considerations for Forest Enhancement and Protection
Consider the next 5-10 years. MU’s may be clumped or listed separately. Identify which MU’s considered.
While completing this section, work with Stewardship Plan Implementation Schedule and a map. Complete
the Implementation Schedule and draw and label the areas of management on your map.
Consider:

What treatments/monitoring/protection do you plan completing?
When will you implement treatments (season, year), follow-up activities, etc?
Where will the management take place; entire unit(s), part of a unit, acres?
How will the management be done?
When and from whom will you seek expert advice?
When will you obtain permits, develop contracts, and apply for cost share?

SOCIAL FOREST RESOURCES
What goals do you have, or steps will you take to conserve and enhance your forest’s social resources?
Landscape/Neighbor Impacts

Adjacent stand or ownership concerns (visuals, their management and it affects your options)

Aesthetic Quality (how will you manage and what consideration do you have around home, from the road,
highway, town)

Visual/Recreation Impacts (structures, features, uses, public or permission use or restrictions)

Archeological, cultural and historic sites (conservation, marking to protect)

Montana State University Extension Forestry
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ROADS, SOIL AND WATER RESOURCES
What goals do you have, or steps will you take to conserve and enhance your forest’s roads, soil and
water resources?
Applicable Forest Practices Laws – Best Management Practices

Soil protection (erosion control, slash filter windrows, seeding, woody debris, nutrient cycling)

Access (trails, roads, easements, permits, road condition, road maintenance, stream crossings, erosion
potential)

Streams, wetlands, ponds, lakeshore (regulations, permits, riparian habitat, species of concern, road
crossings, general access)

WILDLIFE HABITAT AND THREATENED & ENDANGERED SPECIES
What goals do you have, or steps will you take to conserve and enhance your forest’s wildlife
habitat and T&E species?
Fish &Wildlife (habitat improvement or creation, bird boxes, den sites, nest boxes, snag
retention, wetlands, hunting)

Threatened, endangered, or sensitive species - plants or animals (to request site specific information
http://mtnhp.org/requests/index.asp)

Montana State University Extension Forestry
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RANGE RESOURCE
What goals do you have, or steps will you take to conserve and enhance your forest’s range resources?
Weed management (prevention, control, monitoring)

Range management (weeds, seeding preferred grasses, fencing, animal preference, time of year)

MANAGEMENT OF TIMBER RESOURCE
What goals do you have, or steps will you take to conserve and enhance your forest’s timber resources?
Reforestation (natural seedling recruitment, planting, site preparation)

Intermediate Treatments - Non-income generating tree thinning and pruning (what species, what
density, for what objective-wildfire hazard reduction, tree health, tree growth, species discrimination)

Insects & Diseases

Montana State University Extension Forestry
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Home Fire Safety What goals do you have, or steps will you take to conserve and enhance your forest’s
timber resources? (defensible space, near home site)

Wildfire Hazard Reduction and Fire Resistance (away from home site)

Permits needed (hazard fuel reduction act, stream crossing, burning)

Cost-share, financial incentives programs (NRCS EQIP, F&G Hip program, local wildfire hazard
reduction, State conservation programs, NGO conservation easements)

Management Plan Implementation Constraints

Other

Montana State University Extension Forestry
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Desired Future Condition - Timber
Complete one page for each Unit

MU _______
Length of planning period __ 10yr __ 50 yr __ 100yr

Desired mature tree species (% of forested area) and expected longevity (maximum age you expect
trees to reach before they die of natural causes or are harvested)
Species

% of Forested Area

PP Ponderosa pine
DF Douglas-fir
LPP Lodgepole pine
WL Larch
GF Grand fir
ES Engelmann spruce
WRC W. Red cedar
WH Western hemlock
WP White pine
SAF Sub-alpine fir
LP Limber pine
RMJ rocky mtn. juniper
QA Aspen
CW Cottonwood Green ash

Age

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
Desired species to naturally regenerate
Desired species to plant
Desired structure One canopy layer

Two canopy layer

Three canopy

Bird’s-eye view of forest (circle one)

Some wildlife

Maximizes growth

Growth + regeneration

Desired spacing (in feet)
Evenly spaced: Large

(ft)

Seedling

Pole

(ft)

(ft)

Desired tree density (trees per acre)
Large size class

Pole size

Seedling/sapling size

(5-9” dbh)

Variable density spacing
Size and shape of tree patches
Size and shape of thinned patches
Evenly spaced or variable density:
Size and shape of openings

_

Some growth + regeneration
+ wildlife

Spacing (feet)
3x3
5x5
7x7
10x10
12x12
14x14
16x16
18x18
20x20
25x25
30x30
40x40

Montana State University Extension Forestry

Trees/acre
4,840
1,742
889
436
302
222
170
134
87
70
48
27
11
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Forest Harvesting Activities

MU’s may be clumped or listed separately. Identify which MU’s you are describing.
What goals do you have, or steps will you take to complete harvesting activities?
Harvesting: Describe type of treatment: Even-aged: clearcut, thinning; Uuneven-aged: group select, single
tree select, overstory removal, understory removal, etc. Treatment methods: ground based or skyline, time
of year, type of harvest; seed tree, multiage, sanitation, etc.

Slash management (leave slash at the stump, jackpot pile, whole tree skid, chipping, pulp, post & pole,
large woody debris, nutrient cycling)

Streamside management zone (SMZ) law compliance (marking, protection)

Post harvest activities (burning landings, piles, or broadcast, seeding roads and landings, weed spray
roadsides)

Monitoring (weeds, regeneration, roads, wildlife)

Permits and cost share opportunities (slash hazard reduction agreement)

Montana State University Extension Forestry
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Stewardship Plan Implementation Schedule (MU or all MU’s combined)_____
(Copy additional pages if needed)
*NRCS Practice Code needed if practice will be submitted for cost share, otherwise leave blank.

Treatment Activity
Short Description

NRCS
Practice MU#
Code*

Treatment
(Acres,
Feet)

Net Cash Flow
Cost

Income

Years 1-2

Treatment
Date
(Season/Year)

Years 3-4

subtotal

Years 5-6

subtotal

Years 7-8

subtotal

Years 9-10

subtotal

subtotal

TOTAL

Montana State University Extension Forestry
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Record of Management Activities (MU or all MU’s combined) _____
(Copy additional pages if needed)

Date

Treatment Activity

MU #

Treatment
(Acres,
Feet)

Net Cash Flow
Cost

Income

TOTAL

Montana State University Extension Forestry
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Timber Sale Contract Checklist for Private Landowners and Loggers
Unless a private landowner has the ability to personally harvest trees and transport them to a sawmill or other wood processing
facility, the act of logging and transporting trees will be conducted by a contracted professional. The following is a checklist of
issues a private landowner and logging contractor may wish to consider on a logging contract. Each of the items should be
addressed in a contract to allow for a minimum probability of a dispute. Issues can be as detailed as both parties find acceptable
and economically feasible.

___ Property location and legal description are clearly defined
___ Property boundaries and harvest units are clearly and accurately marked
(logging trespass results in a minimum cost of 3x value of trees)
___ Property ownership is documented and type of ownership is specified (Individual, partnerships, corporations, etc.)
___ Insurance is documented (Any contractor working for a landowner must have Commercial General Liability $1 –million,
Loggers Broad Form Property Damage Liability $1-million, Workers’ Compensation $100,000 or an Independent
Contractor Exemption, and Automobile Liability $1-million. If they do not have these, the landowner will be held liable for
any damage or personnel injury that may occur. Logging is a hazardous activity!)
___ Access to the property/harvest unit are specified and documented (To avoid trespass or the disturbance of sensitive
areas access routes should be clearly delineated. If access across other ownerships is required, written and notarized
documentation of access permission should be obtained) Insurance can be written to include owner and consulting
forester.
___ Type of harvest is clearly specified for each harvest unit (Typically trees are marked both at eye level and on the
stump, or harvest tree characteristics are defined by species, diameter, crown characteristic, or residual tree spacing)
___ Timing of harvest is specified (Dates when harvesting and/or other treatments need to be conducted or completed by)
___ Residual property specifications should be defined (This is as detailed as the landowner and contractor can agree
upon. Issues can be the completeness of residual logging debris disposal, burn pile rehabilitation, grass seeding, skid
trail rehab, noxious weed control, tree planting, noncommercial thinning)
___ Hazard Reduction Permit has been acquired and responsible party designated (Under state law a hazard reduction
permit must be obtained from the DNRC and a bond posted that covers the expense for meeting the HRA specifications.
Either the landowner or contractor is responsible for this)
___ Best Management Practices (BMP’s) and Streamside Management Zone (SMZ) responsibilities are designated
(Compliance to Montana BMP’s is ultimately the landowners responsibility but should be specified in the contract.
Similarly, compliance with SMZ’s are state law and their implementation should be specified)
___ Performance bond or contract penalty clauses some provision for compensation to the landowner for harvesting
activities that deviate from specifications. Having the contractor post a bond is the best protection for the landowner but
imposes a risk on the contractor. Contractors already post a performance bond with the state to comply with the Hazard
Reduction Agreement)
___ Method of payment is clearly defined (Lump sum is one payment for the entire estimated log volume, this method may
over or underestimate actual value but is simple and can be demanded in advance of the actual harvesting. Payment by
unit is where payment for logs occurs based upon the actual scaled logs at the mill. Either the contractor pays an agreed
upon percentage to the landowner or the mill pays agreed upon percentages separately to the contractor and landowner.
Downfall is that in cases of salvaging dead and dying trees a delayed harvesting job can result in losses of standing tree
value)
___ Method of scaling is defined (Either direct scaling or weight scaling are used. Direct scaling tends to be more accurate
though each mill may use different defect deductions. Weight scaling works for large volume sales that have trees of
similar species and diameter. In general logs should be trucked to the mill quickly following harvest or they lose
significant water weight or for most accurate conversions a continuous representative sample of logs should be check
scaled and weighed)
Montana State University Extension Forestry
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___ Notification (It is defined if and when the contractor or landowner needs to notify the other party about when activities are
to start or end and the type of format – written, e-mail, telephone. This is to avoid issues with blocked access, noise, etc.)
___ Expiration date (Any contract should have a defined end date after which the contract is no longer valid)
___ Notarization (Any legally binding document should have signatures notarized)
*** This is simply a recommended check list compiled from a variety of sources including The Montana Logging Association for a
harvesting contract. Any contract can be challenged. It is always advised that a contract be reviewed by an attorney.
You may also want an attorney’s fees recovery statement in the document that will allow for recovery of legal fees should
a dispute require legal action. ***

Montana State University Extension Forestry
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Unit ____________________

Acres

Objectives:

Description:

Unit ____________________
Objectives:

Acres

Description:

Unit __________________
Objectives:

Acres

Description:

Unit _______________
Objectives:

Acres

Description:

Montana State University Extension Forestry
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Unit _____________

Acres

Objectives:

Description:

Unit _____________
Objectives:

Acres

Description:

Unit ______________
Objectives:

Acres

Description:

Unit ______________
Objectives:

Acres

Description:

Montana State University Extension Forestry
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At a Glance:

May 2008

Environmental Quality
Incentives Program

Overview
The Environmental Quality Incentives
Program (EQIP) is a voluntary program that
provides financial and technical assistance to
farmers and ranchers who face threats to soil,
water, air, and related natural resources on
their land. Through EQIP, the Natural
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)
provides financial incentives to producers to
promote agricultural production and
environmental quality as compatible goals,
optimize environmental benefits, and help
farmers and ranchers meet Federal, State,
Tribal, and local environmental regulations.
Legislative Changes
The Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of
2008 (2008 Farm Bill) clarifies EQIP purposes
to include forest management and energy
conservation, as well as practices related to
organic production and fuels management.
The 2008 Farm Bill authorizes increased
payments for socially disadvantaged farmers
or ranchers in addition to beginning and
limited resource producers – up to 90 percent.
It further allows these individuals to receive in
advance up to 30 percent of the amount needed
for purchasing materials or contracting.

and carry out organic system plans. Payments
for conservation practices related to organic
production may not exceed $20,000 per year
or $80,000 during any 6-year period.
The overall payment limitation is reduced to
$300,000 per person or legal entity over a
6-year period. The Secretary of Agriculture
may raise the limitation to $450,000 for
projects of special environmental significance,
including those involving methane digesters.
Applications that improve conservation
practices or systems already in place at the
time of offer acceptance will be given priority.
Offers shall be grouped by similar crop or
livestock operations for evaluation purposes.
Funding for each fiscal year is authorized as
follows: $1.2 billion for 2008; $1.337 billion
for 2009; $1.45 billion for 2010; $1.588 billion
for 2011; and $1.75 billion for 2012.
More Information
For more information and updates about EQIP
and other Farm Bill topics, please refer to the
U.S. Department of Agriculture Web site
http://www.usda.gov/farmbill or the Natural
Resources Conservation Service Web site
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/eqip.

Priority will be given to water conservation or
irrigation efficiency applications that will
reduce water use or where the producer agrees
not to use any associated water savings to
bring new land under irrigation production.
Assistance to organic production operations
will be based on producers agreeing to develop
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At a Glance:

May 2008

Wildlife Habitat
Incentives Program

Overview
The Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program
(WHIP) is a voluntary program for private
landowners to develop and improve high
quality habitat that supports wildlife
populations of National, State, Tribal, and
local significance. Through WHIP, the
USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS) provides technical and
financial assistance. WHIP agreements
generally last from 5 to 10 years.

plant and animal habitat is increased from
15 percent to 25 percent. Such agreements
have a term of at least 15 years.

Legislative Changes
The Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of
2008 (2008 Farm Bill) extends the authority to
the Secretary of Agriculture for carrying out
the program during fiscal years 2008 through
2012.

Funding for WHIP is authorized at
$85,000,000 per fiscal year through 2012.

Non-agricultural lands, as well as State,
county, or local government-owned lands are
now ineligible for WHIP.

Priority will be given to projects that address
issues raised by State, regional, and national
conservation initiatives.
WHIP payments made, either directly or
indirectly, to a person or legal entity, may not
exceed $50,000 per year.

More Information
For more information and updates about
WHIP and other Farm Bill topics, please refer
to the U.S. Department of Agriculture Web
site http://www.usda.gov/farmbill or the
Natural Resources Conservation Service Web
site http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/whip.

Land eligible for WHIP includes:
• Private agricultural land,
• Non-industrial private forest land, and
• Tribal land.
The 2008 Farm Bill authorizes WHIP costshare payments to be made to landowners to
develop other types of wildlife habitat
including habitat developed on pivot corners
and irregular areas.
The total of WHIP funds available for use in
long-term agreements to protect and restore
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At a Glance:

March 2009

Conservation Stewardship
Program

Overview
The Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) is a
voluntary conservation program that encourages
producers to address resource concerns in a
comprehensive manner by:
• Undertaking additional conservation activities;
and
• Improving, maintaining, and managing
existing conservation activities.

In addition to private agricultural lands, up to
10 percent of the enrolled acreage may be in
nonindustrial private forest land.

CSP is available on Tribal and private agricultural
lands in all 50 States and the Caribbean and Pacific
Islands Areas. The program provides equitable
access to all producers, regardless of operation
size, crops produced, or geographic location.

CSP payments will compensate producers for:
• Installing and adopting additional conservation
activities;
• Improving, maintaining, and managing
conservation activities in place a the time the
contract offer is accepted by the Secretary;
• Adopting resource-conserving crop rotations to
achieve beneficial crop rotations;
• Engaging in activities related to on-farm
conservation research and demonstration
activities, and pilot testing of new technologies
or innovative conservation practices.

CSP is administered by USDA’s Natural
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS).
Legislative Changes
The Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008
(2008 Farm Bill) replaces the Conservation
Security Program with the new Conservation
Stewardship Program for fiscal years 2009 through
2017.
To be eligible to participate in CSP, applicants
must:
• Demonstrate that they are meeting the
stewardship threshold for at least one resource
concern; and
• Address at least one additional priority
resource concern by the end of the
conservation stewardship contract.
The program will enroll an additional 12,769,000
acres for each fiscal year. Acreage will be
allocated based primarily on each State’s or Area’s
proportion of eligible acres to the total number of
all eligible acres.

State Conservationists and Area Directors will rank
and select applications based on national, State,
and local criteria. Contracts will cover the entire
agricultural operation and will be for
5 years.

CSP payments to an individual or legal entity may
not exceed $200,000 for all contracts entered into
during any 5-year period.
The 2008 Farm Bill prohibits new contracts under
the Conservation Security Program (as authorized
in the 2002 Farm Bill) after September 30, 2008,
and provides for funding for all current contracts.
More Information
For more information and updates about CSP and
other Farm Bill topics, please refer to the
U.S. Department of Agriculture Web site
http://www.usda.gov/farmbill or the Natural
Resources Conservation Service Web site
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/csp/.
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At a Glance:

May 2008

Healthy Forests Reserve
Program

Overview
The Healthy Forests Reserve Program (HFRP)
is a voluntary program established for the
purpose of restoring and enhancing forest
ecosystems to: 1) promote the recovery of
threatened and endangered species, 2) improve
biodiversity; and, 3) enhance carbon
sequestration. Program implementation has
been delegated by the Secretary of Agriculture
to the Natural Resources Conservation Service.
The HFRP is authorized under the Healthy
Forests Restoration Act of 2003, with a
maximum enrollment of 2 million acres from
2004 through 2008. The Food, Conservation,
and Energy Act of 2008 (2008 Farm Bill)
reauthorizes the program for fiscal years 2009
through 2012.

The HFRP provides financial assistance in the
form of easement payments and cost-share for
specific conservation actions completed by the
landowner.
Land is enrolled through easements and costshare agreements, and must have a restoration
plan.
The cost effectiveness of each agreement or
easement and associated restoration plans must
maximize the environmental benefits per dollar
expended.

“Safe Harbor” provisions of the Endangered
Species Act will be made available to
landowners enrolled in the HFRP who agree,
for a specified period, to restore or improve
their land for threatened or endangered species
habitat. In exchange, they avoid future
regulatory restrictions on the use of that land.

Legislative Changes
The 2008 Farm Bill expands enrollment
methods to include permanent easements and
allows for 30-year contracts rather than
easements for Tribes. Not more than 40
percent of program funding shall be used for
cost-share agreements, and not more than
60 percent may be used for easements. The
Bill provides $9.75 million for each of fiscal
years 2009 through 2012; funds made available
for the program shall remain available until
expended.

To be eligible, the land must be privatelyowned and:
• restore, enhance, or measurably
increase the likelihood of recovery of a
threatened or endangered species;
• improve biological diversity; or
• increase carbon sequestration.

More Information
For more information and updates about the
HFRP and other Farm Bill topics, please refer
to the U.S. Department of Agriculture
Web site http://www.usda.gov/farmbill or the
Natural Resources Conservation Service Web
site http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/HFRP.
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Overview
The Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP) is a
voluntary program that provides technical and
financial assistance to private landowners and
Tribes to restore, protect, and enhance wetlands
in exchange for retiring eligible land from
agriculture. Over 1.9 million acres are currently
enrolled in WRP.
Wetlands provide habitat for fish and wildlife,
including threatened and endangered species;
improve water quality by filtering sediments and
chemicals; reduce flooding; recharge
groundwater; protect biological diversity; and
provide opportunities for educational, scientific,
and limited recreational activities.
The program offers three enrollment options:
1. Permanent Easement is a conservation
easement in perpetuity. USDA pays 100 percent
of the easement value and up to 100 percent of
the restoration costs.
2. 30-Year Easement is an easement that expires
after 30 years. USDA pays up to
75 percent of the easement value and up to 75
percent of the restoration costs.
For both permanent and 30-year easements,
USDA pays all costs associated with recording
the easement in the local land records office,
including recording fees, charges for abstracts,
survey and appraisal fees, and title insurance.
3. Restoration Cost-Share Agreement is an
agreement to restore or enhance the wetland
functions and values without placing an
easement on the enrolled acres. USDA pays up
to 75 percent of the restoration costs.

Legislative Changes
The Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008
(2008 Farm Bill) changes the process for
determining the easement value, directing the
Secretary of Agriculture to pay the lowest of:
• the fair market value of the land according to
the Uniform Standards of Professional
Appraisal Practices or an area-wide market
analysis;
• the geographic area rate cap as determined by
the Secretary of Agriculture; or
• the landowner’s offer.
Other important legislative changes include:
• The total number of acres that can be enrolled
in the program is 3,041,200 – an increase of
766,200 additional acres.
• Payments for easements valued at $500,000
or more will be made in at least five annual
payments.
• For restoration cost-share agreements, annual
payments may not exceed $50,000 per year.
• No easement shall be created on land that has
changed ownership during the preceding
7 years.
• Eligible acres are limited to private and Tribal
lands.
More Information
For more information and updates about WRP
and other Farm Bill topics, please refer to the
U.S. Department of Agriculture Web site
http://www.usda.gov/farmbill or the
Natural Resources Conservation Service Web
site http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/wrp
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Farm and Ranch Lands
Protection Program

Overview
The Farm and Ranch Lands Protection
Program (FRPP) is a voluntary program that
helps farmers and ranchers keep their land in
agriculture. The program provides matching
funds to State, Tribal, or local governments
and non-governmental organizations with
existing farm and ranch land protection
programs to purchase conservation easements.
From 1996 through 2007, FRPP has enrolled
over 533,000 acres in cooperation with more
than 400 entities in 49 States.
The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA)
Natural Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS) manages this program.
Legislative Changes
FRPP is amended in the Food, Conservation,
and Energy Act of 2008 (2008 Farm Bill).
This legislation expanded the purpose of the
Farm and Ranch Lands Protection Program
from “protecting topsoil” to “protecting
agricultural use and related conservation
values of the land.”

The 2008 Farm Bill changes the authority of
the Secretary of Agriculture from purchasing
conservation easements to facilitating the
purchase of conservation easements.
It also establishes that the Secretary may
require a contingent right of enforcement in
the conservation easement deed, but that the
contingent right does not imply the acquisition
is subject to Federal standards and procedures
for land acquisition.
More Information
For more information and updates about the
FRPP and other Farm Bill topics, please visit
the U.S. Department of Agriculture Web site
http://www.usda.gov/farmbill or the Natural
Resources Conservation Service Web site
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/frpp.

The program now allows for long term
agreements with cooperating entities. Such
agreements may be 5 years in duration for
certified entities and 3 years for eligible
entities that are not certified.
The 2008 Farm Bill defines a “certified entity”
as an eligible entity with a proven record of
acquiring and monitoring conservation
easements. Entities may submit proposals to
protect farm and ranch lands throughout the
term of the agreement.
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Opportunities for Forestry and
Woody Biomass Energy
in the 2008 Farm Bill
Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of
2008

Forestry (Title VIII)

National Priorities for Private
Forest Conservation
• Establishes 3 priorities for Forest Service
Cooperative Forestry Assistance Programs
– Conserve Working Forests
– Protect Forests from Harm
– Enhance Public Benefits

Forestry (Title VIII)

Community Forest and Open
Space Conservation Program
• Grants for purchase of community forests
• Program open to Tribes, local government,
environmental orgs. – proposals submitted
through States or Tribal governments
• Encourages working land & education;
requires public access
• Subject to Appropriations
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Forest Legacy Programs
• Trade and Tax Title (XV)
– Conservation Easements –
• Enhanced tax deduction for
contributions of conservation
easements extended through 2009
• Modification to Existing Program
Authority

Energy (Title IX) cont.
• Forest Biomass for Energy –
– competitive research and development program to
encourage use of forest biomass for energy.

• Community Wood Energy –
– Grant program for state and local communities to plan,
develop, and acquire community wood energy
systems.

• Biomass Research and Development –
– directs research into feedstock development, biofuels
and biobased products development, and biofuels
development analysis.

• All subject to Appropriations

Forestry (Title VIII)

Cooperative Forestry Innovation
Partnership Projects
• May competitively allocate up to 5% of CFAA
funds for innovative projects
• Funds available to states, Tribes, local
government, land-grant, or private entities
• 50% cost-share (includes in-kind)
• New Authority; uses existing appropriations
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Forestry (Title VIII)

State Forest Resource
Assessments
• Requires state assessments within 2 years
• States will identify priority areas and
incorporate existing plans
• Requires a long-term strategy tiered to
assessment
• Must coordinate with partners

Other Titles
• Horticulture and Organic Agriculture (X)
– Pest and Disease Revolving Loan Fund
• Low interest loans to local governments
for equipment & contracts to aid in
combating invasive species outbreaks.
• May fund monitoring, removal, and
disposal of infested trees.
• Subject to Appropriations
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Community Forest and Open Space Conservation Program
Overview
Overview: Through the Community Forest and Open Space Conservation Program
(CFP), the Forest Service is authorized to provide financial assistance to local
government, Indian Tribe, and nonprofit entities to establish community forests
that provide continuing and accessible community benefits.
Authorization: CFP is authorized by Section 8003 of the Food, Conservation, and
Energy Act of 2008 (Public Law 110-246); which amends the Cooperative
Forestry Assistance Act of 1978.
Program Specifics:
• Protects forestland through fee acquisition.
• Provides grants to local government, Indian Tribe, and nonprofit entities.
• Requires a 50% non-federal match.
• Requires public access.
• Focuses on community benefits such as natural resource conservation, economic
benefits from sustainable forest management, forest-based educational programs,
model forest stewardship activities, and recreational opportunities.
• Involves the community in the establishment of the community forest and longterm management decisions.
• Fosters collaboration among the Forest Service’s State and Private Forestry
programs (Cooperative Forestry, Urban & Community Forestry, Conservation
Education, and Tribal Relations).
State Forester and Equivalent Tribal Official Involvement:
• Applications are required to go to the State Forester (local government and
nonprofit entities) or an equivalent Tribal official (Indian Tribes). The process
will be designed to minimize administrative and cost burdens to States and
Tribes.
• CFP authorizes funds to State Foresters and equivalent Tribal officials for
technical assistance targeting implementation of community forest projects.
Process and Timeframe:
• The Forest Service will develop program regulations to ensure a consistent and
transparent program.
• Proposed regulation public comment period is Spring 2009.
• Final regulation is targeted for completion by end of FY2009.
Contact: Kathryn Conant, 202-401-4072, kconant@fs.fed.us
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Comparison of the Forest Legacy Program and
the Community Forest and Open Space Conservation Program
Both the Community Forest and Open Space Conservation Program (Community
Forest Program) and the Forest Legacy Program provide financial assistance to partners
to protect forestland that is threatened by conversion and provides significant
environmental, economic, and social benefits to communities. However, these
programs are complementary rather than duplicative; each engages unique partners,
utilizes different land protection tools, targets different attributes across the landscape,
and emphasizes distinct conservation purposes. While a few projects may align in
spirit and intent with both programs, most projects will qualify for only one.
Forest Legacy Program
Eligible
State agencies, though any unit of
Participants
government can collaborate with
the state agency.
Protection
Conservation easements and fee
Mechanism
simple acquisition.
Project
Protect forestland that can be
Priorities
sustainably managed; provide
recreation and scenic values; protect
fish and wildlife habitat, including
threatened and endangered species;
and protect riparian areas and other
ecological values.
Public
Encourages public access and
Access and
recreational opportunities, but it is
Recreation
strictly voluntary.
Community
Encourages coordination and input
Involvement from the community; however, it is
not a project requirement.
Landscape
Projects need to be within a priority
Level
area and are evaluated based on
Conservation their contribution to a larger
conservation effort.
Technical
Does not provide technical
Assistance
assistance funds.

Community Forest Program
Indian Tribes, nonprofit
conservation organizations, and
local governments.
Fee simple acquisition only.
Provide community benefits
through sustainable forest
management: natural resource
conservation, forest-based
educational programs, model
forest stewardship activities, and
recreational opportunities.
Requires public access.

Projects will be evaluated based
on the extent of community
involvement and support.
Projects can be anywhere within
the state, but priority will be
given to projects that fit within a
larger conservation effort.
Authorizes funds to the State
Forester or equivalent Tribal
official for technical assistance for
community forest project
implementation.

Contact: Kathryn Conant, 202-401-4072, kconant@fs.fed.us
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Conservation Innovation
Grants

Overview
Conservation Innovation Grants (CIG)
stimulate the development and adoption of
innovative conservation approaches and
technologies while leveraging Federal
investment in environmental enhancement and
protection in conjunction with agricultural
production. Under this competitive grant
program, Environmental Quality Incentives
Program (EQIP) funds are awarded to nonFederal or Tribal governments, nongovernmental organizations, or individuals.

project cost) may come from in-kind
contributions.

Through CIG, the Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS) works with
other public and private entities to accelerate
technology transfer and the adoption of
promising approaches to address some of the
Nation's most pressing natural resource
concerns. CIG benefits agricultural producers
by providing more options for environmental
enhancement and compliance with Federal,
State, and local regulations.

Legislative Changes
The Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of
2008 (2008 Farm Bill) expands the CIG
objectives to include forest resource
management and projects that provide
conservation benefits through increased
participation by producers of specialty crops,
and to emphasize the effective transfer of
technologies demonstrated through CIG.

The national component of the CIG
competition generally seeks projects that will
benefit a large geographic area (watershed,
region, multi-State, or nationwide). An
Announcement of Program Funding is issued
annually for the specific natural resource
concerns eligible for these grants. State-level
competitions may also be offered.

Up to 10 percent of CIG funds each year may
be set aside for applications from beginning,
limited resource, or socially disadvantaged
farmers or ranchers; Tribes; or communitybased organizations comprised of or
representing these entities. Matching funds for
grants to any of these individuals or entities
may consist of up to 75 percent in-kind
contributions.

More Information
For more information about CIG and other
Farm Bill topics, please refer to the USDA
Web site http://www.usda.gov/farmbill or the
Natural Resources Conservation Service Web
site: http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/cig/

Selected applicants may receive grants of up to
50 percent of the total project cost and must
provide matching non-Federal fund for at least
50 percent of the project cost, of which no
more than one-half (25 percent of the total
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Agricultural Management
Assistance

Overview
Agricultural Management Assistance (AMA)
provides payments to agricultural producers to
voluntarily address issues such as water
management, water quality, and erosion
control by incorporating conservation practices
into their farming operations. Producers may
construct or improve water management
structures or irrigation structures; plant trees
for windbreaks or to improve water quality;
and mitigate risk through production
diversification or resource conservation
practices, including soil erosion control,
integrated pest management, or transition to
organic farming.
USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS) has leadership for the
conservation provisions of AMA. The
Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS) is
responsible for an organic certification costshare program, and the Risk Management
Agency (RMA) is responsible for mitigation of
financial risk through an insurance cost-share
program.
AMA is authorized under the Agricultural
Risk Protection Act of 2000. It was amended
by the Farm Security and Rural Investment
Act of 2002 (2002 Farm Bill), and the Food,
Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008 (2008
Farm Bill).

Funding is made available through the
Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) for
each fiscal year from 2008 through 2012 in the
amount of $15 million. CCC shall not use less
than 50 percent of funding for NRCS
conservation activities; not less than 40
percent for Risk Management Agency (RMA)
activities; and not less than 10 percent of
funding for Agricultural Marketing Services
(AMS) activities.
AMA is available in 16 states where
participation in the Federal Crop Insurance
Program is historically low: Connecticut,
Delaware, Hawaii, Maine, Maryland,
Massachusetts, Nevada, New Hampshire, New
Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, Rhode
Island, Utah, Vermont, West Virginia, and
Wyoming.
More Information
For more information and updates about the
AMA and other Farm Bill topics, please refer
to the U.S. Department of Agriculture Web
site http://www.usda.gov/farmbill or the
Natural Resources Conservation Service Web
site http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/AMA.

Legislative Changes
The 2008 Farm Bill amended Section
524(b)(1) of the Federal Crop Insurance Act to
add Hawaii as an eligible AMA State.
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